
“Cute, poignant stop-motion 
animation…a memorable coming 
of age film.”    - The Desert Sun



About Toys 

LOGLINE 
A father wants a son, but he gets a little girl. He tries to toughen her up by giving her 
toys made for boys. His efforts backfire when she proves a little too capable for 
comfort. 

SYNOPSIS 
In 1930s farm country, a father tries to toughen up his little girl by giving her toys for 
boys: knives, bats, guns. One day, he brings home an archery set. To his surprise, she 
proves a savant and goes on a shooting spree around the yard, coming into her own 
and making him fear for his life. Finally, he really sees her. Will their relationship ever be 
the same? Toys is the autobiographical father-daughter story of actress Peggy Pope. 

DETAILS  
Director/Animator 	 Amanda Quaid 
Based on a poem by 	 Peggy Pope 
Narration	 	 	 Peggy Pope 
Cast 	 	 	 	 Mischa Tedesco 
	 	 	 	 John Leonard Thompson  
Genre 	 	 	 Animation 
Technique 	 	 	 Stop-motion cut-outs 
	 	 	 	 (analogue)  
Language 	 	 	 English 
Location 	 	 	 Brooklyn, NY 
Completed 	 	 	 March 2016 
Format 	 	 	 DCP, Blu-Ray, DVD, ProRes

CONTACT  
Name     Amanda Quaid 

Phone   +1917-797-7852  
Email     amanda.quaid@gmail.com 
Web       paperdollpictures.com 
Twitter   @amandamquaid 



Screenings  
 
- 2016 Hamptons International Film Festival: Official Selection 
- 2016 LA Shorts Fest: Official Selection 
- 2016 Palm Springs International ShortFest: Official Selection 
- 2016 San Jose International Short Film Festival: Official Selection 
- 2016 Boston International Kids Film Festival: Official Selection 
- 2016 Rocky Mountain Women’s Film Festival: Official Selection 
- 2016 KidsFilmFest: Official Selection 
- 2016 Gesticulation: Official Selection 
- 2016 CineKid Screening Club: Official Selection


News & Reviews  
— The Desert Sun: “Amanda Quaid Explores Father-Daughter Relationships in 
	 Toys” by Bruce Fessier (June 25, 2016)  
—CBS—Eye on the Desert: “Interview with Amanda Quaid of Palm Springs ShortFest” 
	 (June 24, 2016)  
—The New York Times: “Kidsfilmfest Is Back, With a Villainous Teddy Bear and Surfer 	
	 Dudes” (June 2, 2016)  
 



Director’s Statement  
As a director, I am drawn to stories about parents and children, particularly the pivotal 
moment when a parent looks at a child and sees them as an individual for the first time. 
Peggy Pope's poem so perfectly encapsulates that moment--in its uncertainty, danger, 
and poignancy. From the moment I read it, I knew I wanted to make it into a film.  

Toys is my first animated film. Animation seemed fitting 
because it is essentially a child's story, and I wanted the 
film to look like a grown-up version of what a child could 
make. I chose cut-outs and stop-motion because of the 
purity and simplicity of the aesthetic. The process 
consisted of having actors act out the narrative against 
white walls, printing those photographs, cutting them 
out by hand to make hundreds of paper dolls, and re- 
assembling them against collage backdrops to 
photograph again. 

I chose to have it narrated by Peggy (now 86 years old) 
because I liked the added meaning of an old woman 
looking back on this climactic moment in her life. We are 
implicitly reminded that her father is long gone, but this 
moment that passed between them lingers even into old 
age.




Cast & Crew Bios 
AMANDA QUAID  
DIRECTOR & ANIMATOR 

Amanda Quaid was raised in New York City. She is an award- 
winning stage actor whose credits include Broadway, Off- 
Broadway, and regional classical plays and premieres. She directed 
her first short film, English, in 2014, which premiered at Cannes 
Short Film Corner and won Quaid an award for Best Actress at 
Festival Regards au Longs-Courts. Toys is her first animated film. 
She lives in Brooklyn. 

FILMOGRAPHY 
Toys (2016) 	 English (2014)  

PEGGY POPE  
WRITER / NARRATOR 

A beloved character actress, Peggy Pope's career spans 50 years 
in film, television, and theater. She is most recognizable as the 
"office lush" Margaret Foster in the 1980 movie "9 to 5" starring 
Dolly Parton, Jane Fonda, and Lily Tomlin. In addition to her other 
film work, she made memorable guest appearances on high-profile 
television shows such as "Bewitched," "Rhoda," "Mork and 
Mindy," "Golden Girls" and "Law & Order: SVU," and she is an 
OBIE winner for her work in the theater. Pope is also an author of a 
memoir entitled "Atta Girl: Tales from a Life in the Trenches of 
Show Business." Born in 1929 in Montclair, New Jersey, Peggy 
recently turned her talents to poetry. Toys is an autobiographical 

poem about her relationship with her father. 



Production Stills 



Behind the Scenes 

PRODUCTION NOTES 

Technique: Toys was made using old- 
fashioned, analogue stop-motion 
technique. Every frame was hand-cut and 
hand- assembled. Materials are paper dolls, 
cutout photographs, vintage paper, and 
string. 

Origin: Peggy Pope has been writing poetry 
in her spare time. With an upcoming 
reading to perform, she sought coaching 
from Amanda Quaid, who teaches diction. It 
was at that coaching session that Peggy 
first read her poem Toys to Amanda, and 
Amanda optioned it from her on the spot to 
make a film. 


